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About 13 millions platelet concentrates are collected annually 
in Europe at a cost of about 0.75 billion-euro. In Italy about 1 
million of platelet concentrates are collected and about 0.7 
million are transfused annually. They are needed by people 
who lack platelets or whose platelets function improperly, 
such as certain cancer chemotherapy, bone marrow transplant 
patients, trauma patients given massive blood transfusion and 
people with aplastic anemia. The short shelf life means that 
platelets cannot not easily be shipped from an area of surplus 
to one of scarcity, and hospitals occasionally experience 
shortages that require surgeries to be postponed. 	
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Summary	
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